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BEETHOVEN’S EROICA AND HIS ELECTRIC UNIVERSE 
Tacoma, WA— Symphony Tacoma is marking the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s birth 
by performing three of his works in its first two concerts of 2020, beginning with his 
Symphony No. 3 “Eroica” on Saturday, February 22, 2020. The orchestra will 
perform Overture to The Creatures of Prometheus and Fantasy for Piano, Chorus & 
Orchestra “Choral Fantasy” at the March 21 concert.   
 
In addition to Beethoven’s epic “Eroica” the orchestra will feature two U. S. premieres. 
The first, Spheres by new composer Simon Petersson, was conducted by Music Director 
Sarah Ioannides in Sweden in 2018. Narrative in nature, the work sparks the listener’s 
imagination to tell its story without visuals, with the title only providing a hint of its 
subject matter. 
 
The second U.S. premiere is Yaron Gottfried’s Electric Guitar Concerto, a beautiful 
classical piece featuring a non-traditional orchestral instrument. Gottfried is one of 
Israel’s most prominent contemporary musicians who bridges classical, contemporary 
and jazz music. His Electric Guitar Concerto uses presets with various styles of sounds to 
change the atmosphere and character of the music, presenting the electric guitar as a 
unique solo instrument within the classical acoustic world. 
 
The featured soloist for this piece is guitarist Michael Nicolella. With a repertoire spanning 
from J.S. Bach and Domenico Scarlatti to Jimi Hendrix and Elliott Carter, Nicolella is 
known for creative programming that blurs the lines between musical styles and 
disciplines. He is recognized as one of America’s most innovative classical guitar virtuosos 
and has extended the repertoire and audience of his instrument. A graduate of Yale 
University, Berklee College of Music and the Accademia Chigiana in Siena, Italy, Nicolella 
currently lives in Seattle and is a faculty member at Cornish College of the Arts. 
 
Frederick Delius‘ On Hearing the First Cuckoo in Spring will open the concert. In this 
symphonic poem, listeners can envision the start of a bright sunny day, with the charming 
exchange of a cuckoo’s call by a solo oboe with the lush sound of the violins and 
woodwinds in response. 
 
Tickets ($24 to $83) are on sale through the Tacoma Arts Live box office. To order tickets, 
call 253-591-5894 or visit symphonytacoma.org. Beethoven’s Eroica and His Electric 
Universe is sponsored by MultiCare, General Plastics, One Stop Dentistry and ArtsFund. 
	


